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Coping with Covid 

We were doing the final preparations for opening at Easter when we were sent 

into Lockdown. This meant that we were unable to open and that the Tuesday 

working group was also unable to meet.   After a while the group did start to meet 

again and do some essential repairs and preparation for opening.    Once the lock-

down was lifted we opened for the first session of the season on the 2nd July.  We 

ensured that we were Covid compliant with social distancing and the obligatory 

hand sanitizer.  We were joined for the occasion by an added ‘attraction’ in the 

shape of Surprise, a 1922 Burrell traction engine.  

We opened on one more Sunday in August and Bank Holiday Monday and the 2nd September.  

The season ended with the Heritage Open Days  on the 19th & 20th September.  This was not as 

busy as last year as, because of  Covid, the collaboration with other sites through the Petworth  

Heritage Weekend was not able to happen in the way we had planned.    However, Petworth 

Heritage were able to create a web presence on the Petworth Community website:           

 https://petworthcommunity.org/petworth-heritage/      

With the aid of a grant from the South Downs National Park’s Covid-19 Recovery Fund, Petworth 

Heritage is creating an online ‘Virtual Experience’ that will enable an interactive exploration of 

the various sites around Petworth that are part of Petworth Heritage, including Coultershaw.  

This is being professionally undertaken with aerial shots from a drone and 360o  panoramic views 

in the buildings.    We hope it will be available shortly with a link from the Coultershaw website.  

In order to save us handling money we did not charge for 

opening, but instead requested donations.   Overall, our 

numbers and income were down, but it was good to be 

open again.  We were able to display various products 

made by Mike Pope from leftover wood which sold well.    

Investment in a remote card reader helped with this.   

Developing the Vision 

In the June Newsletter we spoke about the Coultershaw Vision that would be informing a bid to the National Heritage Lottery 

Fund.   Covid interrupted our work, but we have met again recently and are developing our plans further.   NHLF have recently  

released new criteria for grants and we are aiming to prepare a bid to submit early next year focused on our objective of 

‘Community engagement and research’.   Part of this will be to provide funds to contract a part time Community Engagement & 

Research Worker.   One of their tasks will be to make connections in Petworth and the villages around and form a research  

group to explore the history and heritage of the area.  This will then provide the basis for exhibitions in the new exhibition 

space in the South Warehouse.   Three themes have been identified:  1. The Power of the Rother - the River Rother as a source 

of industrial power;  2. Transport in the Rother Valley - Coultershaw and the transport network;   and 3. Rural industry and life 

in and around Petworth in the 18th, 19th and early 20th centuries.   

We are delighted to have a volunteer who has already started to research the first of these themes.   Hazel is an experienced 

researcher having just completed a Masters degree in History of Art.   If you are interested in helping Hazel then please contact 

Tony Sneller (tonysneller@gmail.com or 07860 186847).   

It is hoped to start work shortly on the South Warehouse.  The Leconfield Estate is aiming to get the roof repaired during 2021, 

and we will be making the rest of the structure safe and secure.  We have some of the funding available to complete the essen-

tial work on the building itself.   Funds will of course be needed to provide the exhibition facilities and displays.  Some important 

drainage work is being undertaken between the north and south warehouses to help to reduce the impact of flooding.     

Other exciting possibilities are developing that we hope to be able to share in the next few months.   

https://petworthcommunity.org/petworth-heritage/
mailto:tonysneller@gmail.com


The Coultershaw Trust 

The Coultershaw Trust (Charity number 1096077) was set up in 2002.   Our Trustees are:   

Michelle Clifford;   Chris Davies;   Barry Flannaghan - Chair;   Tony Sneller;   David Snowdon;   Philip Stephens  

STEWARDING & VOLUNTEERS   

Coultershaw relies on volunteers to maintain and develop 
the  

site and to steward the open days.   Could you help?   
Please contact Barry Flannaghan:          

The Turbine  

A new roof, matching the Engine House roof, has been constructed and fitted by 

our volunteers. It is now only waiting for the hip tiles to be added – these are 

being kindly provided by the Leconfield Estate.  This retracting roof protects the 

generator from the elements and reduces noise while making access for mainte-

nance easier and safer. 

The next project is to improve the control of the turbine to better cope with high 

river levels and hopefully add real-time generation and river level data to the 

Coultershaw website. 

Hydrant Valve 

For over forty years stewards explaining the beam pump to visitors have pointed 

out the brass hydrant valve mounted on a flange on the delivery pipe between 

the pump and air vessel.  The hydrant was fitted as a contingency to supply water 

that might be required by the local fire brigade during the Second World War.   

The pump would have provided a good high-pressure water source to extinguish 

the results of incendiary devices being dropped on the locality by Hitler’s         

Luftwaffe.  The assumption was that the pipe also was made at the time of the 

2nd  World War with a flange to fit the hydrant valve.    

Brief comment on repairs to the wheel   

The end of season survey of the wheel revealed quite a few paddles, back-

boards and starts in poor condition – so much so that one paddle fell out 

during the survey!  Work is also needed on the main shaft and ‘hexagons’ 

to improve on a previous temporary repair.    This, of course, is a delicate 

balance of trying to preserve the historic integrity of the wheel while doing 

just enough to stop further degradation of the ancient parts.  

The photo on the right shows Phil Hedges, who has recently joined the 

Tuesday team, working with Chris Wood on repairs to the wheel.  

DONATE TO SUPPORT COULTERSHAW 

Our website now has a facility to donate through 
the Charities Aid Foundation.   

https://coultershaw.co.uk/donate/  

Acess via the ‘About’ tab.  

The bill of parts supplied by Thomas Simpson, the engineer of Chelsea Water 

Works in 1814, that is held in the Petworth House Archive (PHA 13083), is badly 

faded.  Careful examination of the bill with a magnifying glass reveals ‘Two cast 

iron pipes to join the air vessel………a brass flange piece with male screw cap, 

screwed to the pipe which conveys the water from the pumps to the air vessel’.   It 

is not clear what the male screw cap was for, but the pipe with the flange is clearly 

on the 1814 bill, and we can assume that the brass flange is Simpson’s and the  

hydrant was attached to it.   This work from before the Battle of Waterloo provided 

the ideal attachment point for the Second World War hydrant valve!     

 
Note:  The brass flange had been painted.    We have started to clean and polish both the hydrant and flange but a lot more 

elbow grease and Brasso is still needed !     Thanks to Chris Bryan for his work on this research.    

https://coultershaw.co.uk/donate/

