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An Easter Opening! 
 

We are excited to announce that we will be open for our 2022 season on Easter Day and will be
launching our brand new Wind in the Willows family trail! The beautiful illustrations of Ratty,
Mole, Badger and Toad will guide children around the site and will tell them all about the wildlife
that can be found at Coultershaw. Along the way they will be challenged to complete a variety of
tasks in their trail booklet and collect 8 animal stamps in order to win a Wind in the Willows at
Coultershaw pen. Over the Easter period they will also get a small chocolate egg. Trail
guides cost £3 per child. 

The photo above shows the newly built 'Rother Ritz' bug hotel which is the start of the trail. 

To celebrate the start of the season we will be open between 11am - 4.30pm on Easter Sunday
& Monday and we also have a Wind in the Willows Family Fun Day on Wednesday 20th.



Families will be able to take part in a variety of activities including making their own
animal puppets and designing a boat to send down our watershute. Fun for all, do come and visit
us and spread the word!

Upcoming Events At Coultershaw
In addition to our Wind in the Willows trail, we have a wide range of events this season which we
hope will entice lots of visitors to come and see what our heritage site has to offer. These events
range from taking part in The National Mills Weekend in May, to our second ever Coultershaw's
Big Open Day in June and playing host to a roving theatre performance of Wind in the Willows in
July. Find out more about Coultershaw events here

Wind in the Willows Theatre at Coultershaw, 24th and 25th July

http://coultershaw.co.uk/events/


As part of the Petworth Festival, a professional theatrical company will present an adventure into
The Wild Wood. A beautiful blend of theatre, story telling and audience interaction - something
for the entire family. Tickets are likely  to sell quickly, to secure your place please book tickets
through the Petworth Festival Website

Site News
Our proposed renovation of the South Warehouse and the creation of a new study room in the
North Warehouse is now with planning and (bats permitting) we should hear back in June.

Our super team of volunteers have
almost completed the installation of a
new walk-through kitchen in the
North Warehouse to replace the old
'sink-in-a-cupboard'. What was the
store area in the disabled toilet is
now the second toilet plus cleaning
cupboard. A great improvement, with
particular thanks to Alan, Dave S,
Derek, Phil & Steve.

Tony has been busy creating a bit more space in the Pump House which enables us to better
display Mike's wood crafts. These give us very welcome additional revenue. 
Turbine - unfortunately after a brief spell of operating at its rated power a bearing in the induction
generator has now failed. Hopefully the volunteers will be able to fit a new bearing and have it
once again generating 'green energy' (and revenue for the Estate and Coultershaw).

Research Team - Building the Story
The research team is continuing to gather information and details about the mills in the Rother
Valley.  Stories relating to Iping, Terwick, Midhurst North and Hurst mills can be found here. More
information and stories are regularly added to notice boards in the Warehouse. 
 

Coultershaw History Group
Our newly formed history group is going very well and we have explored a variety of interesting
topics together thus far, ranging from Petworth Shops to how to access records from the
Chichester Record Office to our first group outing to Burton Park. As the weather improves we
plan to have more interesting trips and excursions to explore our local history. New members are
always welcome. For more details about upcoming meetings and times please e-mail Hilary 
 

Petworth's First Pump?

http://petworthfestival.org.uk/
https://coultershaw.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/River-Rother-Mill-Stories.pdf
mailto:hilary@coultershaw.co.uk?subject=Coultershaw%20History%20Group


The September 2021 edition of the steam enthusiast's magazine Vintage Spirit included  an
article suggesting that the Beam Pump was Petworth’s first pump. But is this the case? Chris
Bryan's research finds that this may not actually be the case, which just shows that our
understanding and the interpretation of history is never static. Read more here.

David Davison
We were shocked and saddened to hear that David has passed away. He was a great friend of
Coultershaw, having served as a trustee and being the key member of our Tuesday team. His
knowledge of the workings of the site from the beam pump to the smallest model was
unsurpassed and always generously shared. David will be fondly remembered.

David making dowels for the
waterwheel at the Big Open Day
2021

... and supervising the dismantling of
the pump last year.

https://coultershaw.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Petworths-First-Pump-Chris-Bryan.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/CoultershawHeritageSiteandBeamPump
https://coultershaw.co.uk/

